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This Newsletter is published by the Port Elizabeth Amateur 
Radio Society 

P.O. Box 10402, LINTON GRANGE, 6015 

Editing by Ashley Goosen ZS2AG 

QSX-PE - Newsletter for the discerning 
Radio Ham 

August 2021 

 

Virgin Galactic returns to earth with Sir Richard Branson and crew on board 
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PEARS Monthly Meeting 

 At 19:30h at the Italian Sporting Club, 17 Harold Road, 

Charlo on the 

21st September 2021 

   INTERNATIONAL LIGHTHOUSE WEEKEND 2021 
The Annual Lighthouse weekend takes place on the 21st till the 22nd of Au-
gust 2021. Various lighthouses around the world are activated during this 
annual event.  

Two lighthouses near us will be activated, namely the Cape Recife Light-
house with the club callsign of ZS2PE, operated by ZS2GS. The other light-
house is the Seal Point Lighthouse in Cape St Francis and will be operated 
by ZR2BK and ZS2MIC. 

Please visit www.illw.net for the full list of en-
trants and more information. 

A total of 10 Lighthouses have been registered to 
take part in South Africa, so if you hear “CQ CQ 
CQ LIGHTHOUSE”, please make contact with 
them and receive the Lighthouse number from the 
operator. Note, this is not a contest at all, but 
merely an annual activity for the amateur bands. 
Any band may be used for the event. 

Cape Recife Lighthouse Seal Point Lighthouse 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.illw.net
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The Fear of Morse Code (CW) 
By Donovan van Loggerenberg, ZS2DL 

I have been a Licensed Amateur for more than 30 years now 
and over this time have heard many many conversations about 
cw and different folk’s ability to do the code. 

Mainly the reasons given not to do the code. 

I’m Tone deaf since birth. 

The army broke my ears. 

My wife hits me on the head. 

CW was the original mode 
used by amateurs at the 
beginning of the 20th cen-
tury to communicate on 
shortwave radio and found 
its place in many historical 
events such as the sinking 
of the titanic and the 2nd 
world war. Interestingly the 
allies had morse code 
schools where they were 
turning out proficient cw 
operators to aid the war 
effort as fast as they were 
building other military 
hardware. 

 

Why? 

Simply because cw is by far the best mode to communicate on 
Shortwave (or HF as we know it). CW signals can get through when 
AM or SSB cannot. It is also better than any digital methods. 

Especially in war conditions because the operator does not have to 
rely on computers and other machines to decode the signals and if 
the operator chooses, there does not have to be any record of any 
messages that were sent such as the memory of a computer or ribbon 
tapes of a telex machine.                                                (Contd. On Pages 4, 5, 6 and 7) 
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To this day this has never been improved upon. So why the fear of 
new Hams to learn the code. 

It is simple. It’s actually not a fear but pure laziness, lack of dedication 
and feeling of entitlement. Just like anything in life that is worth hav-
ing, cw involves a desire to want to do it. The desire to be good at it. 
Like a pro athlete you will never make it to the Olympic games without 
dedication towards your training. And even if your dream is not the 
Olympics but a casual swim in the Ironman events and to finish! If you 
do not show dedication to some practice and preparation can you re-
ally claim to have been a victim of spousal abuse? 

The above can be summarized as follows: CW is alive and well. The 

effectiveness of this mode is still NEC PLURIBUS IMPAR! 

And there is no excuse for not being able to master the craft. 

So Mr. wisecrack (That’s me) how do we do this?  

In 5 easy steps while remembering: LEAVE THE KEY ALONE! DO 

NOT TRY AND SEND BEFORE YOU CAN RECEIVE! 

Step 1 

Learn the sound of the individual characters. Make it Fun, learn while 
walking around. 

Say the A as Dit Dah. Don’t learn it as Dot Dash. Spell the names of 
things you see, birds, trees, the sky, clouds. Not only will you be 
learning cw but you will be getting in touch with nature! 

Step 2 

Separate the different charac-
ters as done top of Page 6 
and listen to sets of 5 charac-
ter strings made up as such. 
First all the Dahs, then all the 
dits. Then get brave and take 
on the characters with a com-
bination of dits and dahs, first 
those with only one dit and 
one dah and then when 
you’re really brave, take on 
the hard ones like X,Y and Z. 

                                                                                                                    

Aim to master the above in no more than 

three to four days. 
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These sessions 
of listening 
should be limited 
to a maximum of 
20 to 30 minutes 
as the brain gets 
exhausted a lot 
quicker than you 
think. Especially 
if your wife has 
been beating you 
about the ears. 

You should aim to perfect this ability in no more than 4 to 6 lessons of 
20-30 minutes. 

Step 3 

Now that you have got to Everest base camp it is time to start the as-
cend to the summit. 

Next you need to be able to copy words. Words are on average 5 char-
acters in length. 

Once again this should be able to be mastered in no more than 4 20-30 
minute lessons. 

Step 4 

Now that you can copy words and have shocked yourself into realising 
your wife may have actually given you a bit a grey matter by smacking 
you around you need to start putting the words together into sentences. 

Aim to copy 8 to 12 words of an average length of 5 characters each in 
a sentence and do this 3 

Times in a period of 10 Minutes. Then rest for 20 minutes before trying 
again. If at this stage you find you’re battling to keep up simply have the 
sender increase the gap between words to allow you time to think.  

REMEMBER at this stage you are not counting dots and dashes!!!! 
Your are listening for DITS and Dahs. 

The more often you can do this exercise the better but aim to do it at 
least 3 times a week. Or do it while you are walking around by making 
up a sentence and sounding it out in your head. Sound out things you 
read on the side of a bus or wall on a building.  
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Step 5 

The Final step to realising what a liar 

you have been is practising to copy 

for 3 minutes at a time 

With equal spacing between letters 

and words and aiming not to make 

any mistakes. 

To cut it short once you have done 

that you can apologise for blaming 

your mother your father, the military 

and your wife and accept the fact 

that you’re brilliant. 

 

Well Done, cw is doable. And you have something to tell your grand-

kids. 

We are doing cw classes on a Tuesday and Thursday evening on 

145.625 MHz in the Greater Port Elizabeth Area, and for those who 

are brave enough to take on a challenge, you are invited to join us. 

--… …-- 

Donovan 

ZS2DL 

Disclaimer 

Note: The Editor, nor any PEARS club member shall be held liable 

for errors and/or omissions in any article and/or drawing contained in 

this newsletter. Furthermore, any view expressed is not necessarily 

that of the Editor, any committee member or other members of the 

Club. The material contained in this newsletter is not meant to de-

fame, purge, humiliate and/or hurt someone’s person or feelings. 

If copy is unintentionally infringed, we apologise. The newsletter is 

published as a free service to Amateur Radio Operators and friends 
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 August  

12 International Youth Day  

12 and 12a Perseids MS  

14 SARL Youth Sprint  

14 and 15 WAE CW contest  

15 SARL HF Digital contest  

17 PEARS and Border ARC meetings  

21 Magalies and Highway ARCs meeting  

21 and 22 - International Lighthouse Weekend  

22 Full Moon  

28 CTARC meeting; SARL 40 m Grid Square sprint  

29 the SARL HF CW contest  

31 the Secunda ARC meeting  

September  

1 Namibia schools open; National Arbor Week  

4 West Rand Flea Market; Durban ARC meeting  

4 and 5 IARU Region 1 Field Day; Namibian Field Day  

6 and 7 Rosh Hashanah  

8 Early Morning Coffee Sprint  

11 and 12 SARL National Field Day; WAE SSB contest  

13 West Rand ARC meeting  

15 SARL 80 m Club Sprint  

15 and 16 Yom Kippur  

16 World Ozone Day  

18 Magalies and Highway ARCs meeting  

18 and 19 SARL VHF/UHF Digital contest  

HF Events Calendar 

Amateur Radio Responds to Flooding 

in Western Europe 

07/19/2021  

International Amateur Radio Union (IAR) Region 1 Emergency Communica-

tions Coordinator Greg Mossop, G0DUB, reported over the weekend that 

amateur radio volunteers have responded in the wake of widespread and 

catastrophic flooding in Germany, Belgium, and the Netherlands. The flood-

ing, resulting from unprecedented heavy rainfall, has claimed more than 120 

lives. Hundreds more remain unaccounted for. 

The Dutch Amateur Radio Emergency Service (DARES) was on standby 

since July 14, as the first reports of flooding came in. An initial attempt to es-

tablish a point-to-point link from the provincial capital of Maastricht to the 

north of Limburg province was halted due to heavy traffic, as residents evac-

uated low-lying areas. DARES volunteers were in contact with members of 

the Belgian Emergency Amateur Radio Service (B-EARS) to coordinate their 

efforts. 

The European Civil Protection Mechanism was activated, and emergency 

groups across the region reported their governments were sending extra as-

sistance and supplies to the areas where damage was worst. The flood wa-

ter surge continued to make its way north, leading to further evacuations, 

and amateur radio emergency groups focused on requests for assistance. 

B-EARS asked to provide a backup VHF link between the emergency call 

center in Brussels and the province of Hainaut through Friday, while DARES had  
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Contd. From Page 7 

four stations active in the Limburg area ready to respond if needed. 

The greatest loss of life and damage has occurred in Germany, where more than 

1,000 residents remain unaccounted for. The loss of mobile telecommunication 

networks has slowed the effort to locate people, while many others are without 

power or homes. The emergency communications unit of the Deutscher Amateur 

Radio Club (DAR) has been handling inquiries for amateur radio support in the 

worst-hit areas, but members in the area have been flood victims as well, losing 

equipment or their homes. 

“Amateur radio clubs have been in contact with relevant authorities, but there is 

currently no need for operational support from radio amateurs,” the DARC report-

ed. A mutual aid arrangement exists among amateur radio organizations in Germa-

ny, Belgium, and the Netherlands. Mossop said emergency communications groups 

in the affected and surrounding regions are ready to respond to requests and have 

been coordinating their efforts as needed.  

 Cuban 40m Jamming 

 

40 Meter Band Jamming From Cuba? #soscuba #freecuba 

An example of the Jamming that is currently happening on the 

40 meter band.  

Ham Radio Dude did to an interview with Alex W7HU on what is 

happening in Cuba, Please give it a watch https://youtu.be/

PZ8nJhR3WTg Alex W7HU https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=gVJS4skdtR8&t=0s 

Here is a documentary on radio jamming, including it's roots in 

the 1920's.  

Empire of noise [Full documentary] 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nXV4nTfGHuI 

Information as per Stephen, G7VFY 
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Birthdays 

August 

04 Tim Jones  ZS2TIM 

06 Gavin Oosthuizen ZS2GAV 

09 Nicholas Thompson ZS2NT 

15 Serge Smetryns ZS2SJE 

15 Chris Knowles  ZS2CK 

18 Al Akers  ZS2U 

20 Andrew Prideaux ZS2PA 

26th Nicole Cummings ZU2NX 

September 

02 Johannes Geldenhuys ZS2JO 

05 André Ollphent André 

09 Andrew Bouwer ZS2AFB 

10 Andre van Deventer ZS2BK 

24 Dylan MacDonald ZS2MAC 

27 Ewald Bouwer  ZS2EHB 

28 Glen Cummings ZS2GV 

Spouse Birthdays 

August 

04 Brenda Whitehead, Alan ZS2R 

18 Maggie Moore, Ian ZS2IJ 

20 Ronel Kleinhans, Errol ZS2EK 

24 Daschell Geldenhuys, Johannes ZS2JO 

29 Teresa Joubert, Tim ZS2X 

September 

02 Renette van Deventer, Andre ZS2BK 

02 Mel Gwilt, Beavan ZS2RL 

09 Merle Thomas ZR2MP, Neil ZR2NT 

11 Jane Fife, Clive ZS2RT 

12 Dixeeta Gajjar, Tejas ZS2TG 

12 Jo Akers ZS2W, Al ZS2U 

20 Ellie Goosens, Rudi ZR2RCG 

25 Sarita Brand, Albert ZS2BA 

26 Caryn Pearson, Graham ZS2GKP 

Anniversaries 

August 

01 Pat ZS2PJP Ginny Pullinger ZS2GIN 

08 Neill Kerstin Purdon ZS2NIL 

24 David Beverley Higgs ZS2DH 

September 

02 Allan ZS2BO Joan ZR2ABA Bowles 

06 Les Lyn Barker ZS2VA 

11 Neville Sandra Bowden ZS2N 

14 Paul Daphne Galpin ZS2PG 

23 André Yolande Ollphent  André 

27 Graham Caryn Pearson ZS2GKP 

 

Hi all, if any of the info on this page 
is incorrect, please contact the sec-
retary Chris ZS2AAW to rectify it. 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
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Our 2021/2022 PEARS Committee 


